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dear friends,

the state University of new york College of optometry has been dedicated to educating optometrists and vision scientists, 

providing quality patient care to our community and advancing our understanding of vision science through research for more 

than four decades. over these years we have educated thousands of health care providers and vision scientists, cared for 

countless individuals and blazed an important path with basic, translational and clinical research. as the only institution of its 

kind in new york state and the surrounding region we play a unique and vital role in our community.

We are proud of this important legacy. We are also fully aware that no successful institution can maintain its vitality without 

constantly evaluating and improving upon what it does, while vigorously and adeptly planning for the future. With this in mind, 

the sUny College of optometry recently began its 2013 - 2018 strategic plan. the tagline that we selected for this new plan, 

“Creating a Legacy of Leadership,” helps to illuminate our mission. it’s not enough for us to simply produce new practitioners 

or researchers, or to provide care for our neighbors. our institutional goal is to develop and nurture future health care leaders 

and, as this report illustrates, we’ve been working hard to achieve this objective.

With health care reform now fully upon us, the burden of responsibility is squarely on our shoulders to adapt accordingly and 

to produce the practitioners, researchers and educators who will excel in the evolving landscape of the future. over the past 

year, we’ve taken many steps toward this critical goal and i am proud to share these developments with you in this report. 

of course resting on one’s laurels is never an appropriate course of action. While we should celebrate and be proud of the 

accomplishments we have made, we must also be mindful of our obligation to continue to look forward. i am grateful to all of 

the members of our dynamic and hard-working community who have helped us make this journey and i look forward to our 

continued efforts and successes in the years to come.

sincerely,

L e t t e r  f r o M  t h e  p r e s i d e n t

david a. heath, od, edM
President



4

n e W  s t r a t e g i C  p L a n
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2013-2018 
strategic plan
creating a legacy  

of leadership

the sUny College of optometry 
is committed to the principles 
of strategic planning in the 
development of our organizational 
priorities and the allocation of our 
resources. in fact, the College’s 
office of institutional research 
and Planning was designed and 
created specifically to provide 
support to these important values 
through the collection and analysis 
of data.

in 2008, the College adopted 
its first official strategic plan. 
Known as A Shared Vision, the 
goal of this five-year plan was 
to help put the institution on 
the appropriate track toward 
providing the most innovative 
education and patient care 
possible, as well as to help 
advance vision science through 
signif icant and bold research 
efforts. 

in spite of the challenging  

economic environment in which it 
was implemented, A Shared 
Vision was an unmitigated success. 
Using it as a blueprint, the College 
community worked hard over the 
last five years to produce meaningful 
progress in reforming the curriculum, 
expanding vision care to our 
community and strengthening 
the institution’s intellectual impact 
through research activities.
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•

•
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•

for more information about the strategic plan visit  
www.sunyopt.edu/2013_strategic_plan/ or scan here

goal 1

deliver a customizable professional degree program that ensures active,  
integrated learning while preparing students for problem-oriented patient care

goal 2
deliver competency-based clinical training that is founded upon  

evidence-based practice and anticipates future practice trends

goal 3
enhance the College’s intellectual impact by developing  

new areas of research that are synergistic with the 
College’s existing research and clinical strengths and 

provide opportunities for collaborations and 
translational projects

goal 4  
strengthen and expand programs that train  
clinician scientists

goal 5
Make the University eye Center (UeC) more 
accessible to the public

goal 6
increase UeC patient visits and develop new revenue  
streams while providing the highest quality patient care  
within the context of the affordable Care act of 2010

goal 7
strengthen workforce engagement

goal 8
Create a vibrant sense of community that promotes  
student and alumni engagement, academic success  
and the development of personal and professional  
competencies

goal 9
enroll a highly qualified and diverse student body

goal 10
provide students, residents and alumni with 

the services to succeed in their careers

goal 11
assure the College’s programs and strategic goals are achieved  

through ongoing, responsible, effective long-term financial planning,  
resource allocation and infrastructure development

•

http://www.sunyopt.edu/2013_strategic_plan


e d U C a t i o n

given the ConstantLy evoLving LandsCape of health care delivery in the United states, our 

goal is to offer those students and residents who pass through our doors the most innovative, customizable and 

up-to-date education that they can find. We continue to work hard to provide pre-clinical and clinical training that 

is evidence-based and that anticipates future practice trends.  

the College has been on a path of rational enrollment growth for several years with the goal of expanding our od 

program to 100 students per class by next year. through our academic and residency programs we’re looking to 

meet the future health care needs of new york state and our surrounding community.

g o a l :

We will develop a diverse community of quality  

practitioners — the next generation of  

health care leaders—by providing the most progressive  

and adaptive education available.

president heath with empire state’s acting president Meg Benke (left) and sUny Chancellor nancy L. Zimpher.
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president heath with empire state’s acting president Meg Benke (left) and sUny Chancellor nancy L. Zimpher.

od/MBa Certificate program Launched
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Last spring the College entered into a unique 
agreement with sUny empire state College to 
jointly offer an advanced graduate certificate in 
optometry Business management. the 18-credit, 
six-course certificate, which can largely be done 
through online courses, will be fully applicable to 
the MBa program offered through sUny empire 
state College’s school for graduate studies. this 
program is currently the only one of its kind among 

schools and colleges of optometry.
“it is clear that there is a growing demand from 

incoming students for a business education that will 
complement the clinical education that they receive 
here,” president heath said in a statement announcing 
the agreement. “the timeliness of such a program is 
even more fortuitous given the acceleration of health 
care reform and what that will mean in terms of the 
practical application of optometry.” 



after More than five years of 
planning and design—and two years 
of construction—the three-floor, 20,000 
square-foot center for Student life and 
learning officially opened its doors last 

March. sUny Chancellor nancy L. 
Zimpher and Chairman of the sUny 
Board of trustees h. Carl McCall were 
on hand to help usher in a historic 
new era for students, faculty, staff and 

Center for student Life and Learning provides a vastly  
Upgraded Campus environment

alumni of the College.
the Center includes a large pre-

clinical procedures laboratory that is 
designed to prepare students for the latest 
technological advances in optometry. 
each station in the lab contains a digital 
refraction system and instruments that 
produce images of both the front and 
back of the eye that can be viewed in 
real-time at the exam station or stored for 
later use.  in addition to the lab, the Center 
contains classroom and study space, 
as well as a large seminar room and 
lounge on the second floor of the 
College’s Midtown Manhattan building. 
this dynamic new learning facility also 
includes the expansive third floor and 
the third floor mezzanine which contains 
spaces for individual and group study 
and gatherings, physical fitness and 
recreation.

Chancellor Zimpher noted at the 
opening event that the Center will not 
only serve the College well but that it  
also aligns perfectly with the “power of 
sUny,” the university system’s strategic 
plan, by helping to create a “vibrant 
community” within the institution.

8
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the College offers a More diverse selection of elective Courses

a s  f U t U r e  h e a L t h  C a r e  p r a C t i t i o n e r s  a n d  r e s e a r C h e r s ,  and as the next generation of leaders in 
their fields, we recognize that our students need to know about more than just vision science. With this in mind, we broadened 
our offering of course electives last year in order to provide an even more diverse and comprehensive curriculum. from courses on 
nutrition and acupuncture to public health policy and foreign language, the College continues to show its commitment to providing 
the coursework that our students need and desire in order to succeed and excel in their careers.

division of student affairs and international 
programs Committed to student success 

the  d i v i s ion of  s tUdent  a f fa i r s  and  internat ionaL 

p r o g r a M s  ( s a i p )  partners with the academic and clinical divisions 
of the College to enhance community life, develop a range of personal and 
professional competencies and continually monitor and improve student 
satisfaction. planning and implementing a wide variety of innovative programs 
and activities—such as the work of the Career development Center and the 
eXpLore initiative in admissions, among others—saip works to drive the 
success of students at the College and after they begin their careers. 

With the retirement of dr. michael heiberger effective last July, the 
international programs division was realigned to be included within what is 
now called the office of Student affairs and international Programs under 
the direction of Vice President Jeffrey Philpott.

“this realignment will give the College the opportunity to consolidate 
resources, mobilize staff more efficiently and make international programs 
more relevant to our current students while augmenting our admissions 
objectives to enroll a more diverse and international student community,” dr. 
philpott said.

eXpLore aims to educate  
and excite

o n e  o f  o U r  g o a L s  at the College 
is to continue to grow both the size and 
the diversity of our student body. and 
since personal experience is what often 
drives students to get excited about any 
profession, saip recently launched the 
eXPlore  initiative as a way to offer 
a wide range of prospective students 
the opportunity to experience what the 
profession of optometry has to offer. the 
initiative includes a bi-annual open house 
at the College and UeC for prospective 
students, on-site Cstep internship programs, 
individualized counseling sessions for 
prospective students, online and social 
media outreach as well as targeted outreach 
to undergraduate career counselors.
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free summer academic program for College Undergraduates

s i n C e  i t s  C r e a t i o n  by the new york state Legislature in 1986, the Collegiate science and technology entry program 
(Cstep) has strived to increase the number of historically underrepresented minority students in scientific, technical and health-related 
professions. one of the ways that the College has shown its commitment to this important initiative is through a distinctive, free summer 
academic program  developed by the office of student affairs and international programs through close collaboration with the 
faculty called “introduction to Vision and optometry.” this eight-week course, taught by faculty members, provides undergraduate 
students with an introduction to basic ocular anatomy and physiology, visual perception and visual neuroscience. students also have 
the opportunity to learn about and observe clinical practice at the University eye Center. 

in addition to gaining an understanding of the profession of optometry, students also earn credits that they can transfer back to 
their undergraduate institutions. due to the prerequisite knowledge that they receive through this one-of-a-kind program, those who 
attend will gain a competitive advantage if they choose to apply for admission to the College in the future.  thirty-two undergraduate 
students participated in the 2013 Cstep summer program.

career Symposium 

Last february hundreds of students, residents and alumni attended the  
CdC-sponsored Second annual career Symposium at the College. 
Working alongside corporate and organizational partners, the day’s 
sessions were acutely focused on the most up-to-date developments  
and trends in the optometric community and designed to provide  
those in attendance with the practical knowledge they need to succeed in 
their profession.

“this annual symposium is our way of demonstrating how committed 
we are to helping our students, residents and alumni become successful 
in their careers,” said Mr. francisco Lucio, director of career development 
and minority enrichment at the College.

SUny family of mentors Program

the SUny family of mentors Program is designed 
to enhance students’ and residents’ personal, 
academic and career development, and to expand 
professional networks for alumni and members 
of the College community. this online program 
capitalizes on the vast network of sUny alumni, 
as well as vital professional organizations and 
corporate partners. the most talented individuals 
will be recruited to serve as mentors for members of 
the College’s student body, helping them reach their 
full professional potential.

Career development Center hits the ground running

s t U d e n t s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  come to the College for more than just an outstanding education; they come here to build a 
successful, fruitful and satisfying career. to this end, saip has initiated a series of activities focused on enhancing career development. 
established last year, the career development center (cdc) was created to help students, residents and alumni achieve their 
professional goals through pragmatic programming and individualized assistance. during its short time in operation, the CdC has 
built strong relationships and introduced two key programs:
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harold Kohn Library 

M s .  e L a i n e  W e L L s ,  director of the College’s 
harold Kohn Library, became a distinguished level 
member of the academy of health information 
Professionals (ahiP). the ahip is the Medical 
Library association’s peer-reviewed professional 
development and career recognition credentialing 
program. it provides a structure for individualized 
professional development for all health information 
professionals and promotes lifelong learning and 
exemplary professional performance through 
the recognition of achievements in continuing 
education, teaching, publishing, research and 
other contributions to the profession.

faculty Member earns  
Chancellor’s award for excellence  

d r .  a n d r e a  y a n g  was presented 
with the chancellor’s award for excellence in 
teaching by president heath at a recognition 
ceremony for the College’s scholars in June. a total 
of 312 faculty members from throughout the 64  
sUny campuses received the prestigious annual 
award. 

“sUny employs an exemplary body of 
faculty and staff across the state and the annual presentation of 
these awards underscores our deep appreciation for those who 
serve sUny campuses, students and communities with the highest 
levels of distinction,” said Chancellor Zimpher in a statement. 

College Community Celebrates student achievement at 39th Commencement

i n  J U n e  t h e  C o L L e g e  conducted 
its 39th commencement exercises at 
the historic hudson theatre in Midtown 
Manhattan. Seventy-five graduates from 
the class of 2013 received their degrees 
during the event.

the commencement address was given 
by dr. Melvin shipp, dean of the ohio 
state University College of optometry. 
dr. shipp, who in 2011 became the first 
optometrist to lead the american public 
health association, the world’s oldest, 
largest and most diverse organization 
of public health professionals, reminded 

the graduates about the debt that they 
owe—to family, loved ones, peers and 
others—for their success and urged the 
new doctors to continuously work to pay 
this debt back through their actions.

“your new status brings with it the 
responsibility for not only protecting 
the health and welfare of others, but 
also enabling those less fortunate than 
yourself,” dr. shipp told the graduates. 
“involve yourself in organizations that 
promote and advance your profession, 
but also, and perhaps more importantly, 
the less fortunate in your community.”

during the commencement ceremony, 
alumna dr. susan fisher, president of the 
new york state optometric association 
(nysoa), awarded College Council 
member dr. frank pirozzolo the nysoa’s 
“optometrist of the year” award and 
his son, alumnus dr. raymond pirozzolo 
the nysoa’s “young optometrist of 
the year” award. in addition, dr. Julia 
appel, president of sUny optometry’s 
alumni association, announced that 
1989 graduate dr. Jillia e. Bird (see 
profile on page 27) has been awarded 
the honor of “alumna of the year.”

t h e  s U n y  C h a n C e L L o r ’ s  a W a r d  f o r 
stUdent eXCeLLenCe was awarded to antonio 
chirumbolo and irene a. tran of the class of 2013. 
additional academic and clinical awards, service awards 
and professional distinction awards were also handed out 
during a ceremony prior to commencement last June at the 
College’s Center for student Life and Learning.

Commencement speaker dr. Melvin shipp 
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century, noted the significant progress that optometry 
has made in China in recent years, a development that he 
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established the Center of excellence in Low vision and 
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relationship with the institution in recent years.
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  in 2011, for the first time, questions items with multiple correct answers were included in the 
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p a t i e n t  C a r e

the University eye Center has Been a vitaL resoUrCe to the new york City region for 

decades, providing cutting-edge eye and vision care to an expanding patient base within our community and 

beyond. Last october, when our region was struck by hurricane sandy, the resulting week-long loss of utility service 

in our neighborhood had a major impact on our ability to communicate with our patients. yet despite this enormous 

challenge, the UeC rebounded successfully. over the course of the year, we focused on streamlining our delivery 

of care in order to prepare for the implementation of the groundbreaking affordable Care act and provide the best 

experience for our patients as well as the doctors, residents and student interns who treat them. 

g o a l :

We will deliver effective and  

compassionate eye and vision care in an  

innovative and accessible way.
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Caring for our Community 

providing serviCe to diverse communities 
is one of our institution’s core values and it is 
something that we take very seriously. the Uec 
has steadily increased the number of screenings 
and outreach programs that it engages in each 
year, allowing our doctors and students to see 
thousands of often underserved and homebound 

patients—at no cost to them—who might not 
otherwise have the access or means to receive 
high-quality eye and vision care. 

last year the Uec made more than 200 visits to 
homebound patients, provided vision screenings to 
over 3,600 people and had over 1,100 participants 
at various educational lectures and community events. 
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referrals 

t h e  U e C  r e f e r r a L  s e r v i C e  was 
established in 2009 as a way to partner 
with a variety of health care providers to offer 
specialty services and advanced testing for 
their patients. over the last several years the 
referral Service has provided a consistently 
steady stream of patient referrals to the Uec. 

referral Center
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acknowledging a Legacy

W i t h  h e a L t h  C a r e  r e f o r M  U p o n  U s ,  our institution fully 
recognizes the transformational moment that we are now in as health care 
providers. the delivery of health care in the United states is about to undergo its 
most monumental change in at least half a century, and in an effort to appropriately 
plan for the implementation of the affordable Care act, we have engaged in 
a crucial, zero-based resource assessment process designed to fully analyze our 
clinical operational needs and help us plan for our future. our goal was to optimize 
and streamline our staffing in a way that would allow us to carry out our mission in 
the most efficient and cost-effective way, while still providing uncompromised care 
for our patients.

as a result of this essential process, a number of dedicated and long-serving, 
part-time faculty members either retired or otherwise separated from the institution. 
however, the service that these committed doctors provided to their patients and 
students, and the role that they played in helping our institution get to where it is 
today, has not been forgotten. each of these individuals gave an enormous amount 
of effort over many years of collective service and we wish to recognize these 
doctors for what they have contributed to help make us what we have become:
amy Bartelone, Victoria Bulbin, robert Byne, Brian cho, adam deutscher, 
helen duan, neil falasca, Ken landesman, maria miranda, rudy rodriquez, 
Stuart rothman, yulila roytman, Kim Staiman, terry Scheid, Steve Shaby, Joel 
Warshowsky, michael yellen, alla Zlotina.
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Leading the Way in 
pediatric vision Care

f o r  M U C h  o f  t h e  L a s t 

deCade ,  infantsee ,  a publ ic 
heal th program managed by 
optometry Cares, the philanthropic 
arm of the american optometric 
association, has worked tirelessly 
to help make eye and vision care 
an essential part of infant wellness. 
through the program, participating 
optometrists provide a no-cost, 
comprehensive assessment to any 
infant between 6 and 12 months. 
according to dr. ida Chung, section 
chief of the pediatric unit at the UeC 
and one of the organizers of a series 
of events that was held at the College 
last april designed to promote the 
program, the UeC has been a strong 
partner in the infantsee program since 
its inception in 2005. 

dr. richard Soden, executive 
director of the Uec, estimates that 
about one million children have been 
examined at the clinic during its 
decades of service to the community. 
pediat r ic serv ices are a major 
component of the care that is regularly 
provided at the UeC today.

patient success story

Moise Balan 

M r .  M o i s e  B a L a n  was born in one of the auschwitz concentration 
camps during the second World War where, as a young child, he lost the 
sight in his right eye. in the 1980s he emigrated as a political refugee from 
romania to new york. as he got older, Mr. Balan developed dry macular 
degeneration and the sight in his left eye began to fade.

When he first came to the UeC as a patient of dr. rebecca Marinoff in the 
Low vision service about two years ago, Mr. Balan was extremely frustrated 
by his increased struggles to read and view a computer screen due to his 
condition. dr. marinoff worked closely with mr. Balan, utilizing various 
rehabilitative techniques to assist him with his reading. soon they began 
working with a closed-circuit television device that Mr. Balan could use to 
greatly improve the readability of books, newspapers and computer screens. 

With his much-improved ability to read, Mr. Balan now hopes to be able 
work on a long-planned book project.

to watch a video about Mr. Balan’s story and find out more 
about how the UeC has helped members of our community, 
vis i t  h t tp://youtu.be/BzweeMwp6x4 or scan here:

http://youtu.be/BzwEeMwP6x4
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r e s e a r C h

researCh is a haLLMarK of any top edUCationaL institUtion and at the College we’re 

not only looking to conduct important, groundbreaking vision-related research, we’re also working hard to develop 

the next generation of great researchers. our exceptional faculty have produced some exciting results over the past 

year as we’ve redoubled our efforts to become a leading and vital research institution.

g o a l :

We will create the next  

generation of researchers and continue  

to be a global leader in vision  

science and clinical vision research.
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Clinical vision research Center 

L a s t  f e B r U a r y  the Clinical vision 
research Center (CvrC) officially 
opened its doors. the CvrC’s mission 
is to provide a dynamic, patient -
based research environment where 
advanced treatments can be rapidly 
tested and applied to enhance 
patient care. the CvrC partners with 
industry, government and foundations 
to help fund its research and shape 

mentoring faculty, students and staff 
who are interested in conducting 
clinical research.

“nowhere do the missions of our 
institution—education, research and 
patient care—come together so clearly 
than at the cVrc,” dr. david troilo, 
sUny optometry’s vice president and 
dean for academic affairs, said during 
the opening reception.

future practice. the CvrC, under 
the direction of dr. Kathryn richdale 
and through the efforts of its core 
research team, is responsible for 
securing, initiating and overseeing 
clinical research within the College 
and making certain that studies are 
implemented and executed according 
to current research guidelines. the 
CvrC also takes a leading role in 

t h e  C v r C  h a s  enrolled over 175 patients in clinical vision research studies since it opened in february; dr. alexandra 
Benavente-Perez, dr. ida chung, dr. erica Schulman-ellis and dr. marilyn Vricella have all dedicated specific days to work within 
the CvrC. the CvrC has helped facilitate the submission of an nei grant, an fda grant, and seven investigator-initiated industry 
projects submitted for potential funding. in addition, there has been industry collaboration for studies on dry eye syndrome, adult and 
pediatric contact lens wear and computer vision syndrome.
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professor receives support for Major research project

renovations on a dynamic new Lab are Completed

t h e  f i r s t  t W o  p h a s e s  of a 
three-phase, $1.86 million renovation 
and upgrade have been completed on 
the research laboratories and facilities 
on the 16th and 17th floors of the 
college’s building, a project that will 
vastly improve the facilities and space 

needs.  perhaps most exciting, however, is 
the new shared confocal and multi-photon 
microscope facility that will allow even 
more collaborative research phase ii 
of the project consisted of renovations 
and an expansion of existing research 
facilities and faculty offices. 

d r .  a L e X a n d r a  B e n a v e n t e - p e r e Z ,  assistant clinical professor at the College 
and an investigator in the Clinical vision research Center, was awarded a $1.6 million, 
five-year research grant supported by funding from Johnson & Johnson Vision care, 
inc. (JJVci). dr. Benavente-perez is doing experimental research on contact lens designs 
for myopia control.

“We are very excited to be collaborating with sUny on this project,” said dr. noel 
Brennan, emerging technologies platform lead for myopia control at JJvCi. “this research 
group is held in the highest esteem and we look forward to seeing this research contribute 
to our history of groundbreaking new products.”

dr. troilo, who will oversee and consult on the project, adds that “sUny optometry 
is pleased to be partnering with JJvCi on this important project.  We are happy to be 
a part of their concerted efforts to reduce myopia and control its progression around 
the world.”

available for research activities at sUny. 
phase i included a conversion of a 
1,500-square-foot laboratory space into 
two labs featuring easily adaptable lab 
furniture systems and utility connections 
that allow for floor plan revisions to be 
adjusted based on specific research 
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dr. david Berntsen
University of houston College  
of optometry 

dr. rowan Candy
indiana University school  
of optometry

dr. nicole Carnt
Moorfields eye hospital 

dr. robin Chalmers
independent clinical trials consultant 

dr. Bevil Conway
Wellesley University 

dr. steven devries
northwestern University 

dr. alan freeman
the University of sydney

dr. robert hess
Mcgill University, Canada

dr. greg horwitz
University of Washington

dr. elizabeth Johnson
duke University 

dr. timo van Kerkoerle
the netherlands institute for 
neuroscience 

schnurmacher institute for  
vision research

dr. alfredo Kirkwood
Johns hopkins University

dr. Barry Lee
sUny College of optometry

dr. Wendy Marsh-tootle
University of alabama-
Birmingham school of optometry

dr. Marcus Missal
L’Université Catholique de 
Louvain

dr. thomas serre
Brown University 

dr. Jerry sherman
sUny College of optometry

dr. preethi thiagarajan
sUny College of optometry

dr. austin roorda
University of California, Berkeley, 
school of optometry

dr. Mark Wexler
University of sussex, UK, school 
of psychology

dr. Christoph Witzel
University of sussex, UK, school 
of psychology 

the  sChnUrMaCher  inst i tU t e  for  v i s ion 

researCh (s ivr)  was founded two decades ago in 
response to the growing need for scientific knowledge about 
the visual system and methods of improving visual function. 
it was named in 1984 to honor the generosity of adolph 
and ruth schnurmacher through an institutional endowment. 

among other activities, the sivr supports innovative 
and collaborative basic and clinical research projects. it 
also coordinates a dynamic colloquium series that hosts 
respected researchers—doing both basic and clinical 
work—from across the globe. the following individuals 
presented as part of the sivr Colloquium last year:

dean yager Memorial award 
phd  s tUdent  r eZa  Lashgar i ,  working under the 
direction of faculty advisor dr. Jose-Manuel alonso, received 
the 2013 dr. dean yager memorial award. the award 
has been given annually since 2009 to the best published 
research paper by a graduate student at the College.

40
grants

47
academic papers published

$3.1
 million

 research funding

researCh By the nUMBers
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g i v i n g

the optoMetriC Center of neW yorK (oCny) is the philanthropic wing of the state University 

of new york College of optometry. since its founding in 1956, the oCny has stood as a shining example of 

what cooperation among visionary community leaders in education, business and philanthropy can accomplish.

the oCny has entered into the final year of its $10 million Vision and the Promise campaign as it works hard to 

help fund the College’s vital education, patient care and research activities.

 Cash pLedge verBaL pLedge stoCKs in Kind  totaL
  BaLanCe BaLanCe  gifts
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t h e  o C n y ’ s  recently established trust and estates advisory committee has proven to be an 
energizing and highly beneficial force for the foundation and the college. Under the leadership 
of oCny trustee hal Wilshinsky and Charles Cangro of ernst and young, the Committee has 
helped to organize a series of events and programs that have raised the profile of the foundation, 
as well as the College, the UeC and the work that they both do in the community.

Last January, Mr. Michael Mariani (see profile below), managing director and deputy general 
trust counsel at fiduciary trust Company international and a particularly active member of the new 
committee, helped organize a unique event as a way of introducing dozens of new friends to the 
foundation. the event included a private tour of the new york public Library’s “Katharine hepburn: 
dressed for stage and screen” exhibit.  

in 2012 the Committee hosted a viewing of an art exhibit prior to its auction at sotheby’s. this spring the 
committee will host a similar viewing of an impressionist art collection before it heads to auction at 
Bonhams.

But the trust and estates Committee is doing even more than raising the profile of the foundation, 
the College and the UeC. its highly established members are offering their considerable experience 
to students and alumni on important issues related to financial planning, estate planning, contracts 
and business agreements, among other things.

trust and estates Committee is Making an impact

endowed scholarship established for dr. harold a. solan

t h a n K s  t o  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  of the family, friends and colleagues of dr. harold a. 
solan, a new endowed scholarship has been established in his memory at the College.

With gifts exceeding $25,000 —including a large gift from the solan family  —  the inaugural  
dr. harold a. Solan memorial Scholarship will be awarded by the ocny to a third-year 
student beginning this fall. the scholarship will focus on students who have a financial need and 
demonstrate proficiency and compassion in working with children, as well as a strong desire to 
practice pediatric optometry after graduation.

dr. solan, who passed away in 2012 at the age of 90, was “a giant in optometry,” according to 

trUsts & estates  
advisory groUp  
MeMBers

dr. Julia J. appel
Ms. Carol Burger
Mr. Charles Cangro
Ms. Christine C. Chang
Mr. steven M. egna 
Mr. scott ferretti
Mr. Kenneth L. goody
dr. david a. heath
Mr. gregory p. hess
Ms. nadine Lee
Mr. Joel Levin
Mr. Michael Mariani
Ms. Barbara saltzman (ad hoc)

Ms. Catherine schmidt
Mr. adam sheer (ad hoc)

Mr. george spiropoulos
Mr. alan swerdloff
Mr. harold Wilshinsky 

Michael Mariani
Managing Director and  
Deputy General Trust Counsel
fiduciary trust  
company international

dr. harold a. solan

p r i o r  t o  J o i n i n g  fiduciary trust in 
1997, Mr. Mariani was in private practice for 
more than 16 years. an adjunct professor at st. 
John’s University school of Law, Mr. Mariani is a 
member of the new york state Bar association, 
section on trusts and estates, a member of the 
american Bar association, section on real 
property, probate and trust Law, and a member 
of the surrogates’ Law association. Mr. Mariani 
is also a member of the professional advisors 
Council of Calvary hospital and the american 
heart association. he co-chairs annual estate 
planning conferences sponsored by these 
organizations.

Mr. Mariani is a guest lecturer at the 
national graduate trust school sponsored 
by the american Bankers association, the 
new york University school of Continuing 
and professional studies, summer institute in 
taxation, and at the trust & estate administration 
school sponsored by the new york Bankers 
association. he is also the co-author of a 
three volume practice manual entitled “new 
york probate” published by thomson reuters. 
a graduate of Wilkes College, Mr. Mariani 
earned a Jd from st. John’s University school 
of Law and an LLM from new york University 
school of Law.

(continued on the next page)
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his long-time friend and fellow distinguished service professor emeritus at sUny, dr. irwin suchoff. “his research brought functional/
development vision to the level it is today.”

during dr. solan’s long and productive career he helped to identify functional vision as an important but generally unrecognized 
factor in academic performance and encouraged vision therapy as an effective means of correcting such functional vision problems.

Joining the sUny College of optometry faculty in the 1980s, dr. solan was the director of the College’s Learning disabilities Unit 
for 11 years beginning in 1981. he formally joined sUny’s research program in 1988, allowing him to turn his attention nearly full 
time to studying developmental vision and spreading the word about vision therapy to both eye care practitioners and educators. dr. 
solan continued to conduct research and education programs on developmental vision until well after his official retirement.

dr. solan was inducted into the national optometry hall of fame in 2003. he was a fellow of the american academy of 
optometry and College of optometrists in vision development as well as a life member of the american optometric association.

“My father devoted much of his life studying the relationship between the eye and brain in order to help children overcome 
difficulties in learning,” his son Mr. Lawrence solan said in a statement about the new scholarship. “our family is proud to initiate this 
scholarship as a way of providing some assistance to optometric students who show a similar commitment.”

for more information, or to make a contribution to the solan Memorial scholarship fund, contact Ms. ann Warwick, executive 
director of the optometric Center of new york at 212.938.5600 or awarwick@sunyopt.edu.

t h e  o C n y  r e C e i v e d  a series of 
grants last spring to assist in establishing 
a unique partnership between the 
College and the Bowery Mission in 
new york City that will help to provide 
high-quality vision care for many of the 
city’s homeless population.

the lydia collins deforest charitable 
trust, the chatlos foundation, the ethel 
Kennedy foundation, the hyde and 
Watson foundation and the tides 
founda t ion  have each p rov ided 
valuable funding in recent months—
totaling $30,000 in support—to help 
build on an exist ing, volunteer 
collaboration between faculty and 
students at the College and the Bowery 
Mission, an organization that serves 
thousands of homeless new yorkers each 

Bowery project receives Broad support

year. for several years student volunteers 
from the College, coordinated through the 
fellowship of Christian optometrists and 
supported by the organization hope for 
new york, made semi-regular trips to the 
Bowery Mission in lower Manhattan to 
provide eye exams and other services, 
including dispensing eyeglasses free of 
charge to people served by the Mission. 
these vital services often help those at the 
Mission—thanks to improved eyesight—
pursue job training or computer classes that 
will put them on a path toward recovery 
and steady, gainful employment. in 
addition, some patients at the Mission are 
found to suffer from a variety of serious, 
sight-threatening conditions such as 
glaucoma or macular degeneration. once 
the team from sUny detects these diseases, 

the patients are usually able to obtain 
appropriate treatment for their conditions.

the oCny has been actively seeking 
support to help the volunteer project 
grow into a formalized program that will 
now include regular student rotations at 
the Mission as well as provide equipment 
and other assistance. 

“We’re very grateful for the recent 
support that we’ve received to help 
develop what we expect will become 
an important program for the College,” 
said dr. richard soden, sUny’s vice 
president for clinical affairs. “part of our 
mission as an institution is to help care 
for our community and to instill a spirit 
of community involvement in our students 
and this program will help us do both of 
those things.” 

mailto:awarwick@sunyopt.edu
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optometric Center of new york has its Most successful  
‘eyes on new york’ gala ever

t h e  1 0 t h  a n n U a L  ‘eyes on new 
york’ gala last March at Cipriani 
42nd street in Midtown Manhattan 
was ocny’S largest gathering in its  
decade-long history of hosting the 
marquee fundraiser.

honorees, Mr. John Carrier, president 
and Ceo of essilor of america, and Mr. 
Jim Murphy, vice president and general 
manager of Us vision Care at alcon 
Laboratories, elicited a particularly strong 

presence from the ophthalmic community 
which had descended on new york 
for the annual vision expo east, an 
international meeting and exposition.

Both honorees focused their remarks 
on the ophthalmic industry’s ultimately 
altruistic purpose. “We have so much  
more opportunity to help people,” 
Carrier said during his acceptance 
speech, noting that everyone in the room 
that evening plays some unique role in 

helping to achieve that goal.
Mr. richard feinbloom, the president 

of the oCny, offered his gratitude to his 
fellow trustees as well as members of 
the greater ophthalmic community in 
attendance. in addition, he also thanked 
the faculty, staff and doctors at the 
College and the UeC for their hard work 
caring for the community and helping 
to educate the next generation of vision 
health professionals.

Mr. david plogmann (left) with honoree Mr. Jim Murphy (center) 
and president heath

Mr. Marc ferrara (left) with honoree Mr. John Carrier (center) and 
oCny president Mr. richard feinbloom 

dr. ronald hopping (left) with dr. dori Carlson 
(center) and dr. Joe ellis at the gala



a L U M n i

the sUny CoLLege of optoMetry aLUMni assoCiation was established 40 years ago and represents 

close to 2,500 graduates of our degree and residency programs. the goal of the alumni association is to create 

a lifelong personal and professional connection to the sUny College of optometry and a sense of community for 

our alumni that will help them continue to learn and grow throughout their career and beyond.

envision new york

envision neW yorK is part of the 
College’s alumni Weekend. it is also 
the signature program of our Continuing 
and professional education department, 
offering more than 40 hours of Cope 

and Ce Broker approved continuing 
education credits over the course of the 
weekend.

last october the college hosted the 
11th annual envision new york event with 

 over 450 people from 22 states and two 
countries in attendance. the event also 
served as an opportunity to introduce our 
alumni to the College’s dynamic new 
Center for student Life and Learning.

26
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envision new york

d r .  J i l l i a  B i r d  ( c l a S S  o f  ‘ 8 9 )  of the Caribbean island of antigua was 
named the 2013 alumna of the year by the sUny College of optometry alumni Board. 
extremely active in the Caribbean’s glaucoma awareness movement, dr. Bird was also 
named president of the World glaucoma patient association earlier this year and she 
received the World Council of optometry’s international optometrist of the year award last 
april in Malaga, spain. she is also a board member of the glaucoma foundation in new 
york and Caribbean coordinator for the World glaucoma Week Committee.  

Upon graduating from the College in 1989, dr. Bird spent two years working with 
sUny stony Brook and later with the Barbados eye study in Bridgetown, Barbados, the 
largest glaucoma study ever conducted in a black population which identified more people 
with open angle glaucoma than any previous population study. dr. Bird then began a 
private practice back in antigua.

in 2007, dr. Bird founded the antigua and Barbuda glaucoma support group, a 
thriving patient support and advocacy group that successfully lobbied antigua’s government 
to recognize the public health threat that glaucoma poses to its predominantly african-origin 
population. 

“i have made blindness prevention my life’s work, “ dr. Bird has said. “and i am indebted 
to the sUny College of optometry for starting me on this path and mentoring me along 
the way.”

alumni spotlights

d r .  d a V i d  d a m a r i  ( c l a S S  o f  ‘ 8 8 ) ,  was named dean of the Michigan 
College of optometry at ferris state University (MCo) last March. dr. damari had previously 
served as chair of the department of assessment and professor at southern College of 
optometry (sCo) in Memphis, tn. since 1995, he has been a national consultant on 
visual disabilities.While at sCo he also received the president’s special recognition award.

prior to joining sCo, dr. damari worked in private practice in new york and served as 
an assistant clinical professor at the College. he also completed a residency at the College 
in 1989.

“dr. damari has a passion for the profession of optometry and a keen awareness of 
the changes that will occur in health care and health care education over the next few 
decades,” said dr. fritz erickson, provost and vice president for academic affairs at MCo.

dr. damari has been president of the College of optometrists in vision development and 
co-chair at the summer institute for faculty development for the association of schools and 
Colleges of optometry. as a student at sUny, dr. damari earned the fredrick W. Brock 
Memorial award for outstanding performance in vision training.
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innovator’s Society 
($5,000 – $9,999)

Julia J. appel, od

ethel Kennedy foundation

hertz, herson & Co, LLp

hugoton foundation

the hyde and Watson 
foundation

*Mr. Kevin Kelly

Luxottica retail

dr. and Mrs. frank pirozzolo

reed exhibitions

Ms. Jan rose

Ms. Claudia Caruso rouhana

Beryl L. snyder, esq.

richard soden, od

the Chatlos foundation

tides foundation

transitions optical, inc.

valeant pharmaceuticals n.a.

*gary Weiner, od

founder’s Society 
($1,000 – $4,999)

abbott Medical optics

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph n. aimi

american optometric 
association

atlantic Crane

peter s. Bae, od

sherry J. Bass, od

Bausch & Lomb north american 
vision Corp.

Juliana e. Boneta, od

Mr. roger Cruttenden

Mr. Claude darnault

dr. Carol J. dibble record  
and dr. stephen W. record

Mr. thomas p. farrell

anna Marie fernandez, od

first vision Media group

Belle frechtel, od

Mrs. Lisa gendal

Ms. ruth geoghan

gfK retail and tech Usa, LLC

glenmede

dean evan hart, od

david a. heath, od, edM

dr. siret Jaanus and  
dr. Jack Jurison

Mr. howard Justvig

neera Kapoor, od

Lenore Katz-Cohen, od

Keeler Motor Car Company

philip Kruger, od, phd

Ms. nadine Lee

Lombart instrument

richard J. Madonna, od

Ms. Liduvina Martinez-gonzalez

Mr. William J. Moran

pentavision

ofelia perez-sanchez, od

Joan K. portello, od, Mph,  
Ms, faao

Kathryn richdale, od, phd

scott a. sides, Crps

dr. and Mrs. richard silver

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence  
M. solan

dr. and Mrs. sidney spira

Mrs. gretchen stone

andrea p. thau, od, faao

david troilo, phd

vision source, Lp

visionWeb

vistakon

Ms. rosamond a. Warwick

Catherine pace Watson, od

Woodhull Medical group

dr. J. stanley yake

shandor Zelenger, od

Promise Society 
($500 – $999)

dr. nader attia and  
dr. Claire attia

Mr. Barry Ballen

Bloomingdale’s

Marie irene Bodack, od

dr. harriette Canellos and  
dr. evan Canellos

osvaldo Carde, Lpn

Ms. May ellis

dr. paula elbirt and  
Mr. hershal engel

Mark s. feder, od

Mark andrew gendal, od

gwenda gnadt, od

david t. gubman, od, faao

evan Kaplan, od

dickson Lee, od

Lions Club of patchogue

scott i. Morrison, od

Platinum Society 
(gifts of $50,000 or more)

alcon Laboratories

government of China

Lavelle fund for the Blind, inc.

*Marco ophthalmics

allene reuss Memorial trust

*topcon Medical systems

President’s Society
($25,000 – $49,999)

essilor of america

Mr. richard feinbloom

*Mr. and Mrs. gordon gund

Johnson & Johnson vision Care

dr. and Mrs. ronald Millman

new york state optometric 
association

*reader’s digest partners for  
sight foundation

adolph and ruth  
schnurmacher foundation

Charles and Mildred 
schnurmacher foundation

Mr. adam J. sheer

*vision service plan

Visionary Society 
($10,000 – $24,999)

allergan, inc.

rose M. Badgeley residuary 
Charitable trust

the Central new york 
Community foundation

*dCf advertising

Lydia Collins deforest 
Charitable trust

Mr. dennis gehr

Jobson Medical information LLC

Ms. phyllis Milton

new Jersey Chapter of 
the american academy of 
optometry

Ms. Barbara saltzman

Mrs. shirley solan

Mr. harold spielman

Mr. george spiropoulos

*dr. rafael L. Urquidi

the vision Council of america

Mr. harold Wilshinsky

Carl Zeiss Meditec, inc

ContriBUtors

July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013

 *includes a gift-in-Kind
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Jina M. heo 

Mrs. Louise herz 

gary a. holtzberg, od 

robert h. hornberger, od 

Mitchell i. horowitz, od 

susan hsu, od 

norman ihrig, od 

dr. and Ms. John f. insinga 

steve e. Jacobs, od 

Marlene Jurman, od 

george Kaknis, od 

richard a. Kasparian 

irina Katkovskaya, od 

dr. and Mrs. Martin Kay 

Mr. and Mrs. daniel p. Kerning 

Ms. nancy Kirsch 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Klier 

Ms. dawn Kobreek 

tanya Kontorovich, od 

galina Kruglyakova, od 

Mr. and Mrs. sean M. Lapham 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lappan 

Ms. Joann Lawton 

allison M. LeBlanc, od 

Ms. pamela Lederman 

Clifford a. Lemkin, od 

Ms. Liza Leon 

Mr. and Mrs. Brett Levay-young 

Mr. Boris Levin 

steven r. Levy, od 

Mrs. Margaret Lewis 

Mr. francisco Lomparte 

Mr. Concepcion Lopez 

alisa p. Mandel, od 

regina L. Manes, od 

Mr. and Mrs. anthony J. 
Maracic 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence May 

Mr. and Mrs. philip Mcfarland 

Michael david Melzer, od 

Mr. and Mrs. david Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. ivan Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Millman 

Ms. Wendy K. Misiaszek 

Mr. evan Mittman 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Moffson 

Mr. dwayne Moore 

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Morley 

dr. and Mrs. Joseph g. Morra 

Mr. and Mrs. eugene Morrisroe 

rochelle L. Mozlin, od 

Laurie r. Mullen, dC 

Charles M. shiel, od 

Margaret M. siegrist, od

Marc M. silverman, od 

howard silverstein, od 

Mr. and Mrs. ongarj 
siriamonthep 

patricia skraparis, od

andrew p. smith, od 

Ms. nancy W. smith 

Ms. debby solan 

Kenneth sorkin, od

spectrios institute for  
Low vision 

Ms. Lorraine speights 

audra steiner, od 

richard stewart

irwin B. suchoff, od

Mrs. and Mrs. thomas  
r. suozzi 

Mr. and Mrs. paul J. tabone 

pamela e. theriot, od

Ms. annette topilow 

Ms. Bethshally torres 

Miss nicole M. totans 

Lynn h. trieu, od 

Ms. donna M. trinko 

dr. paul a. tunick 

dr. suresh viswanathan and  
dr. tracy nguyen 

Mr. and Mrs. fredric e.  
von stange 

Ms. Lois Wagner 

david Wallach, od 

frances M. Ward, od 

thomas Webb, od 

Ms. rona L. Weber 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Weisburgh 

dr. douglas f. Weiss and  
dr. victoria Molnar Weiss 

Ms. elaine Wells 

richard Winnick, od 

thomas a. Wong, od 

titary Wu 

Mr. Leonard Wurzel 

ellen h. yun Castro, od 

Mr. and Mrs. ira Zankel 

Mehreen Zia, od 

Joseph Zupnick, od

gifts-in-Kind

odyssey Medical, inc

gerald J. shepps, Md

roy B. Cohen, od 

Christopher J. Colburn, od 

Ms. Kastilia Colon 

Jeannette Cooper, od 

edward v. Cordes, od 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Corrao 

Mr. and Mrs. paul Corrente 

daniel i. Cotlowitz, od 

richard p. Crinigan, od 

dr. asima Cuevas and  
Mr. domingo Cuevas 

Mr. ruben d. Cuevas 

nick despotidis, od 

andrew J. di Mattina, od 

Christopher J. digiorgio, od 

dion Money Management, LLC 

Kari diprima-riina, od 

gregory disanto, od 

Mr. and Mrs. William donovan 

Mitchell dul, od 

Mr. arthur eisenberg 

Ms. doris eisenberg 

tybee eleff, od 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael elgarten 

Ms. Jessilin estevez 

Ms. Jane e. evans 

Brian fengel, od 

Ms. Karen degazon 

flushing smile dental pC 

dr. William folsom 

Lawrence s. forgacs, od 

salvatore fradella 

Benjamin M. freed, od 

Laurel a. freedman, od 

Kristen Lynne fry, od 

paul r. galstian, od 

dr. edward s. gates 

seth M. gerchberg, od 

george gero, od 

Mr. anthony giliberto 

Jeremy p. goldman, od 

sari Lee gordon, od 

Mr. and Mrs. george p. 
goulard 

robert J. grasso, od 

Mr. and Mrs. anthony  
n. greco 

israel greenwald, od 

Marc r. grossman, od 

Mr. s. david harrison and  
Mrs. roberta Karmel harrison 

Michael h. heiberger, od 

Mrs. ruth heisler 

suzanne offen, od

Jeffrey L. philpott, phd

Linda s. pinsky, od

schwab Charitable fund

Mr. and Mrs. herb schwartz

Mr. david sosnow

*Joseph M. stamm, od, faao

denise M. Whittam, od

steven M. Zalaznick, od

Qiuhua Zhang

friend’s Society 
($1 – $499)

79 Music studio inc. 

Ms. susan andrews 

Mrs. erin angarola 

Chinwendu anukwuem, od 

samar awad, od 

Ms. norma ayala 

dr. Benjamin Backus and  
dr. Carl schaper 

Mr. Luisito Bacosa 

alan M. Bagun, od 

Mr. d. fredrick Baker 

Michael J. Bartiss, od, Md 

debra L. Bashkoff, od 

dr. ann Beaton and  
Mr. neil Beaton 

stephen a. Beckerman, od 

Motryja C. Bejger, od 

samuel s. Belkin, od 

Ms. nikita Bely 

Ms. elizabeth Bengelsdorf 

Mr. Jamal d. Bilal 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles h. Bory 

Mr. david a. Bowers 

Mr. and Mrs. neil Brody 

dr. and Mrs. Marvin Bromberg 

frank r. Bucciero, od

Ms. Jennifer Budner Jordan

Ms. Carol Burger 

andrew Buzzelli, od 

robert Byne, od 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Caprio 

thomas Chao, od 

Mr. Wilford Charles 

Mr. and Mrs. anthony Chiodi 

gloria Chow, od 

Mr. david C. Christopher 

david n. Ciccone, od 

Bernard a. Mullin, od 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. nagel 

ted t. namba, od 

Mr. Muhammed nasiru 

national association of  
Medical Minority educators inc. 

Ms. Laurie newitz 

tam p. ngo, od 

Ms. Janet o’dea 

gary oliver, od 

eric orava, od 

Mr. Mark pasterick and  
Ms. Brenda J. sarokhan 

ralph a. paternoster, od 

Ms. yodania paulino 

Beth pearlmutter, od 

Mr. rob pellot 

Ms. Carole h. polsky 

Ms. ramola poonai 

elizabeth h. pradhan, od 

vito proscia, od 

paula s. rapaport, od 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael rashti 

susan a. resnick, od 

scott J. richter, od 

Mr. and Mrs. edward  
K. rissland 

steven ritter, od 

stuart J. rooder, od 

Mr. Lenny roos 

irene rosenberg, od 

dr. theresa rostkowski-tanzil 
and dr. henry J. tanzil 

Lauren f. rubin, od 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis i. rubins 

dr. James ruhl 

diane M. russo, od 

robin sapossnek, od 

Leonard J. savedoff, od 

Mr. and Mrs. peter sceusa 

Mr. douglas schading 

Mary Beth schanz, od 

samuel schenker, od 

Mr. and Mrs. harvey schneider 

susan pinto schuettenberg, od 

arlene e. schwartz, od 

elliot schwartz, od 

steven h. schwartz, od, phd 

roberta schwartz-flaschner, od 

arnold semel, od 

salvatore J. shakir, od 

gina C. shao, od 

Melissa shear Langer, od 



the 2012-2013 financial information is as of august 16, 2013 and subject to change.  2012-2013 fiscal information may be updated through 
october 1, 2013, at which point, it will be available on the college website.

expenditures
2012-13 Payroll (regUlar) Payroll (temP) other than Payroll total

state Core Budget $17,769,382 $500,172 $2,097,337 $20,366,891

Campus generated $4,152,069 $189,000 $2,932,345 $7,273,414

other  –  sUtra $118,414 $118,414

research foundation $2,172,664 $1,659,566 $3,832,230

totalS $24,094,115 $689,172 $6,807,662 $31,590,949

2011-12 Payroll (regUlar) Payroll (temP) other than Payroll total

state Core Budget $16,588,898 $560,569 $1,770,824 $18,920,291

Campus generated $4,274,614 $137,883 $4,074,830 $8,487,327

other  –  sUtra $900,000 $612,740 $1,512,740

research foundation $2,691,197

totalS $21,763,512 $698,452 $6,458,394 $31,611,555

sources of funds
year 2011-12 2012-13

state appropriation – Core Budget $9,812,291 $9,822,291

appropriation Based on tuition, fees $6,162,440 $7,500,816

appropriation Based on Clinic pledge, pooled offset $2,945,560 $3,043,784

Campus generated revenues in excess of state appropriation $7,631,770 $6,912,112

research foundation $3,381,262 $3,173,941

from (to) fund Balance reserves $1,678,232 $1,138,005

totalS $31,611,555 $31,590,949

f inanCiaLs

research foundation
SoUrceS of fUndS  2012–13 eXPenditUreS  2012–13

sponsored programs  –  direct $2,352,348 sponsored programs – direct $2,352,348

indirect Cost recovery $821,594 indirect Cost recovery $1,479,882

total $3,173,942 total $3,832,230

SoUrceS of fUndS  2011–12 eXPenditUreS 2011–12

sponsored programs  –  direct $2,416,375 sponsored programs – direct $2,416,375

indirect Cost recovery $964,887 indirect Cost recovery $274,822

total $3,381,262 total $2,691,197



sUny CoLLege of optoMetry Leadership

college council (2012 – 2013)
the Council is appointed by the governor with one member elected by and from the student 
body of the sUny College of optometry. in accordance with statutes and policies established 
by the state University of new york Board of trustees, this Council advises the president on the 
operations and affairs of sUny optometry. the members also serve an essential role in the 
selection of the College’s president. they receive no compensation for their services.

gretchen stone (Chair)
david J. dexter, od
david p. dozack, od

paul r. edelman, od
Charles gold, od
frank J. pirozzolo, od

James r. ruhl, phd
paula Ulmer schutz, od
rima Bakhru (Class of  ‘15)

college Senior administration (2012 – 2013 academic year)
david a. heath, od, edM
president

david Bowers, MBa
vice president for administration and finance

Jeffrey philpott, phd
vice president for student affairs and  
international programs

richard soden, od
vice president for Clinical affairs,  
executive director of the University eye Center

david troilo, phd
vice president and dean for academic affairs

ann Warwick, Ma
vice president for institutional advancement

optometric center of new york Board of trustees (2012 – 2013 academic year)
the work of the optometric Center of new york has attracted a dedicated cadre of people who 
serve as its Board of trustees. this group of men and women brings expertise in business, law, 
commerce, finance, real estate and philanthropy to their roles as caretakers of the foundation’s 
endowment and supporters of its mission. trustees serve three-year terms and make an annual 
financial commitment to the oCny.

richard feinbloom
president

adam J. sheer
vice president

Barbara saltzman
vice president

harvey r. Kitay, esq.
treasurer and Legal Counsel

ann Warwick
executive director and secretary

Claudia C. rouhana
immediate past president

t r u s t e e s :

thomas p. farrell
Willam C. folsom, Jr., od
dennis p. gehr
david heath, od
Kevin Kelly

ronald Millman, od
Jan rose
Barbara saltzman
Beryl L. snyder
richard soden, od

harold M. spielman
george spiropoulos
harold Wilshinsky 
J. stanley yake, phd

executive Board of the alumni association (2012 – 2013 academic year)
the executive Board of the alumni association is an active group of College alumni that meets 
quarterly during the academic year. they each serve two-year terms.

Julia J. appel, od ‘91
president

Joan K. portello, od ‘86
immediate past president

denise M. Whittam, od ’91 
treasurer

directors:

samar awad, od ’92
Lisa M. galstian, od ’85

Kevin d. geiger, od ’92
vito proscia, od ’91

Jonathan Wasserstein, od’98
shandor Zelenger, od ‘98

class representatives:

diane russo, od, Class of 2010; Jaclyn Benzoni, od, Class of 2009; Karen M. perekalsky, od, 
Class of 2006; peter Bae, od, Class of 2000; Michelle C. Blas, od, Class of 2003; Lawrence 
d. Miller, od, Class of 1991; theresa rostkowski, od, Class of 1990; renee L. Lee-valenti, 
od, Class of 1989; anna Marie fernandez, od, Class of 1985; Keith M. dworkin, od, Class 
of 1984; Mark a. gendal, od, Class of 1980
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